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Summary: Our 2nd organised tour to this region of Spain and an excellent week full of birds 

and other wildlife. The weather was kind to us with just a bit of rain on the first afternoon 

and then, pretty much sunshine throughout. Even the first murky afternoon had its good 

points as this appeared to have brought a few migrant raptors down and we recorded our 

only Hobby of the week which provided some great views as it hawked close to the van and 

a quite remarkable 5 or 6 dark-phase Montagu’s Harriers. The arrival of the sunshine after a 

wet week encouraged a lot of plant growth and the place burst into bloom. The orchid site 

near Almaraz yielded 8 species of orchid whilst the fields, dehesa and road verges were 

humming with flowering lavender. It also brought out plenty of butterflies and we enjoyed 

some nice views of the stunning Spanish Festoon amongst many others. The birds of course 

were brilliant and we recorded over 140 species including all the classics from the area such 

as Spanish Imperial Eagle, Black-shouldered Kite, Little Bustard, Great Bustard, Pin-tailed 

Sandgrouse and Black-bellied Sandgrouse. A touch of colour and a Mediterranean influence 

was provided by lots of Bee-eaters as well as good views of Roller and a couple of Great 

Spotted Cuckoos around the hotel. A roosting Eagle Owl was a huge bonus so thanks very 

much to the people who were staying in the same hotel that put us onto this; hopefully it’ll 

be in the same place for years to come. All in it was a great holiday and lots of fun.  

 

Leader: Steve Duffield 

 

Participants: Elizabeth Miller, Debbie Hart, Sally Ducker, Hilary Thompson and Bob McMillan 

 

15th April: 

Weather – It was nice and sunny on arrival in Madrid although as we headed south to 

Extremadura it clouded over and became rather dull with frequent showers for the 

afternoon. 

Everyone arrived on time in Madrid and we were on our way to Extremadura by 10:45 am. 

The distance from Madrid to Trujillo is around 260 km or just over 160 miles and takes 

around 2.5 hours although we stopped on route at a service station for lunch. The birding 

had of course already started and we picked up Short-toed Eagle, Booted Eagle, Buzzard and 

Griffon Vulture as well as plenty of White Storks, Jay and Crested Lark amongst others. We 

arrived at the hotel along the Monroy road late afternoon and quickly dropped off the bags 

to spend a couple of hours to see what we could find in the area. A Fox showed well outside 

the hotel as we were about to leave and masses of Spanish Sparrows were chattering in the 

scrub. White Storks were also nesting on abandoned buildings nearby creating a great 

atmosphere. A mile or two further along the road we soon found our first 2 Great Bustards 

which were wandering around at the far end of a roadside field. Black Kites were a common 

sight and quite incredibly during the next hour or two we spotted at least 5 or 6 dark phase 

Montagu’s Harriers which this afternoon were out-numbering the normal looking birds. A 

Red Kite was a nice sight and a Hobby showed well hawking close by at one of our stops. 

Calandra Larks were busily singing as were good numbers of Thekla Larks whilst a flock of 
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80+ Pin-tailed Sandgrouse that were flushed by a Montagu’s Harrier was also an excellent 

sighting. A few Woodchat Shrikes were picked up on roadside shrubs and we had some very 

good views of Cuckoo on the side of the road as we made our way back for the evening 

meal. 4 Bee-eaters were flying around the hotel in the evening and shortly before it went 

dark 2 Great Spotted Cuckoos put in a brief appearance in the garden of the hotel, rounding 

off an excellent couple of hours. 
 

 

16th April: 

Weather – Sunny and becoming hot in the afternoon with a moderate westerly wind. 

We headed for Monfrague National Park this morning although we made a couple of stops 

on the way there. Our first brought us Cetti’s Warbler and Nightingales in song by the 

roadside, whilst a couple of Sardinian Warblers flicked between the trees. Excited by the 

prospects of the day we moved on quickly and made our way north on the Torrejon el Rubio 

road. A second short stop in the dehesa produced a couple of Red-rumped Swallows that 

were circling around us and occasionally dropping onto a track to gather mud whilst a 

Woodlark could be heard singing from an unseen perch. A few Bee-eaters flew over and a 

party of Azure-winged Magpies noisily made their way from tree to tree; classic 

Extremadura. A couple sparrow-like birds turned out to be 2 Rock Sparrows that 

unfortunately managed to disappear after only brief views by some of the group. 

 
Black Vulture (Sally Ducker) 

Not wanting to miss all the action in Monfrague we continued north into the park and after 

avoiding some of the interesting parking at the Pena Falcon, pulled over to enjoy the 
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spectacle as vultures and birds of prey sailed by at close range. Griffon Vultures were the 

commonest species here and some were nesting on the crag by the viewpoint whilst Black 

Vultures were easily found amongst the birds circling as well as 4 or 5 Egyptian Vultures that 

gave some very good views. A member from another group kindly pointed out a perched 

Booted Eagle whilst a Peregrine busied itself above the cliffs on the far side. Black Kites were 

common and we also picked up 4 Black Storks amongst the areal display. A couple of Blue 

Rock Thrush and Rock Buntings were flying back and forth near the viewing area and both 

Crag Martin and Red-rumped Swallows showed well. It was hard to pull ourselves away 

from the spectacle but a lot of the birds were now dispersing so we had a look up at the 

Monfrague Castle which provided some superb views across the park and the snow-capped 

Gredos Mountains.  

 
Egyptian Vulture (Steve Duffield) 

From here we continued into the park pausing by the bridge over the Tajo River where 

hundreds of House Martins were hawking back and forth as well as collecting mud to 

cement their nests on the underside of the bridge. A few Crag Martins and Red-rumped 

Swallows were also busily darting about avoiding the Black Kites that appeared to be looking 

for a meal. We stopped in the only village in the park at Villareal de San Carlos where we 

had our lunch with a Subalpine Warbler putting in an appearance outside the bar. A walk 

along one the trails leaving from here produced a few nice butterflies including our first 

Spanish Festoon, Nettle-tree Butterfly and a worn Large Tortoiseshell. Carefully turning over 

a few rocks we also found the aptly named Scutigera centipede that wouldn’t look out of 

place in a dark cave. Bird wise we had views of Woodlark, Thekla Lark and Subalpine 
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Warbler before we continued to Portilla del Tietar. This is another crag where good 

numbers of Griffon Vultures nest but is also a regular site for Spanish Imperial Eagle and it 

didn’t take us long before we picked up a couple of birds soaring above us. Black Vultures 

and a Short-toed Eagle also kept the skies above us busy whilst low down we had a couple 

of Subalpine Warblers and a showy Rock Bunting singing by the road. It was getting late in 

the day so we made our way back through the park and towards the hotel although you 

can’t drive any distance in Extremadura before you see something else good; and to the 

south of Torrejon we had excellent views of a dark-phase Booted Eagle circling low by the 

road. Finally before we turned on to the Monroy road we spotted a Short-toed Eagle 

perched on a pylon providing some very good views through the scope before eventually 

flying off.   

 
Booted Eagle (Steve Duffield) 

 

17th April: 

Weather – Very light winds; sunny and hot throughout the day. 

We got going fairly early in the morning so we could reach the heath at Jaraicejo before it 

got hot. We were greeted straight away by displaying Woodlark and Thekla Lark whilst the 

scrub held plenty of Sardinian and Dartford Warblers. Iberian Grey Shrikes were perched on 

the overhead wires with one bird singing from its high perch becoming the first of the trip. 

We walked along the dirt track to an area of longer scrub and soon picked up our target 

bird, Spectacled Warbler. A couple of males showed intermittently occasionally perching on 

top of the scrub although they were never particularly close. Never-the-less we saw them 
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reasonably well before making our way back to a smaller track and heading into some cork 

woodland. Subalpine Warbler and Sardinian Warblers were on the scrubby edge whilst a 

Bonelli’s Warbler sang from one of the trees on the sunny side. We also heard a couple of 

Great Spotted Woodpeckers before wandering further into the open woodland. We could 

hear Nightingales and Short-toed Treecreepers singing whilst Nuthatch was common. 

Suddenly a couple of Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers appeared, chasing each other through 

the trees and at one point sitting on the branches just above us; a wonderful surprise for us 

and always a good bird to see. We also picked up Griffon and Black Vultures as well as the 

ubiquitous Azure-winged Magpies and a few Jays.  

 
Yellow Bee Orchid (Steve Duffield) 

Our second site of the day was the El Sierro de Almaraz which is a limestone escarpment 

rich in orchids. We managed to find a great variety of plants although Champagne Orchids 

were on the scarce side as a local, elderly lady had a handful mixed with mint that she’d just 

picked for some reason. The other orchids we found though were in good numbers and we 

relatively easily located Woodcock Orchid, Mirror Orchid, Yellow Bee Orchid, lots of Naked 

Man Orchid, Early Spider Orchid, Conical Orchid and Sawfly Orchid. A couple of Booted 

Eagles provided some avian entertainment and a Hawfinch flew in calling before quickly 

disappearing. A Mistle Thrush was new to the list and we heard Great Spotted Woodpecker 

calling. After a busy morning we enjoyed our Menu del Dia in a local bar in Almaraz before 

moving on to the nearby Arrocampa Reservoir.  
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Squacco Heron (Sally Ducker) 

The lake and surrounds is a good area for water birds and we added quite a few species 

including a single Squacco Heron, Purple Heron, Little Egret, Cattle Egret, Great White Egret 

and Steve was lucky enough to see a Little Bittern when collecting his scope which he’d left 

behind when searching for a calling Penduline Tit. Marsh Harriers were common and we 

also picked up another Red Kite near the visitor centre. Other beasties included some nice 

large Lesser Emperor Dragonflies hawking along the edge of the open water whilst Debbie 

and Hilary were lucky enough to find a Ladder Snake when they wandered off for a walk. A 

few Gull-billed Terns were seen in the distance with one occasionally coming closer, whilst 

the reed beds held singing Savi’s Warbler, Great Reed Warbler and Reed Warbler. A couple 

of Shelduck on the open water were the only ones of the trip whilst a Kingfisher was spotted 

zipping past. Other birds included Iberian Grey Shrike, Cetti’s Warbler, Swift and a very nice, 

drake Red-crested Pochard that was spotted on a roadside pool with a couple of showy 

Black-winged Stilts. The area to the west of Saucedilla and the north side of Arrocampa is 

often a good place to look for Black-shouldered Kites and luckily it didn’t take us long to spot 

one in the distance. It managed to give us a bit of a run around for a while before we 

relocated it perched on a bush when we stopped to photograph some Bee-eaters. It 

provided some nice scope views in the early evening before we started making our way back 

to the hotel. Hoopoes and Red-legged Partridge were spotted in the grounds of our rural 

accommodation and finally to round off another excellent day a couple of Great Spotted 

Cuckoos landed in a tree outside the restaurant windows. They showed very well, although 

of course none of us had a camera handy and by the time we had collected them they had 

moved and we ended up with only record shots of one perched on a gate; even so a very 

nice way to finish off the day. 
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18th April: 

Weather – Sunny and hot again today with light winds. 

We visited a different area once again today, heading south-east of Trujillo to Alcollarin 

Reservoir which a great site for a good variety of birds. A couple of Cuckoos showed well by 

the dam on arrival whilst out on the water we spotted plenty of Great Crested Grebes and 

some much more distant Black-necked Grebes. We decided to head to an area where there 

is a smaller patch of water adjoining the larger body and try and get closer to the grebes 

later. Marsh Harriers were common and we also picked up both Woodchat and Iberian Grey 

Shrike as we made our way along the track to the smaller expanse of water where we found 

a single Spoonbill. Lots of Black-headed Gulls were feeding over the water whilst a drake 

Garganey was dabbling about in the shallows. A couple of Egyptian Geese and Greylags 

were also by the water’s edge whilst the scrub held a couple of Common Waxbills; a species 

originally from sub-Saharan Africa now established as a breeding species in parts of Spain 

and Portugal. We returned to the dam and made our way along the other shore of the lake 

where we found a decent variety of wildfowl as well as gaining much better views of the 

Black-necked Grebes. Amongst the ducks we found 6 Garganey, 2 Teal, Tufted Ducks, 

Pochard, Shoveler, Gadwall and a drake Wigeon. Raptors here included Griffon Vulture and 

Black Vulture as well as Booted Eagle, Red Kite, Black Kite and Buzzard. A few Greenshanks, 

Common Sandpipers and Black-winged Stilts were seen whilst a Whimbrel was only heard. 

There were also plenty of Bee-eaters as well as the a few warblers including singing 

Bonelli’s, Willow Warbler, Great Reed and Cetti’s. We also saw Kingfisher here along with 

Purple Heron and plenty of Coots on the open water whilst a couple of Azure-winged 

Magpies showed well in an area of scrub.  

 
Azure-winged Magpie (Sally Ducker) 



  
www.western-isles-wildlife.co.uk 

 
  

Leaving the reservoir we made our way towards Fernando V although in a somewhat 

roundabout way and we ended up coming along a very pot-holed road, less travelled. This 

did take us past a damp area where we had views of both Nightingale and Great Reed 

Warbler and then an abandoned farmstead with White Storks nesting on the roof and 

Lesser Kestrels in the wall. We eventually got back on track at the cultivated fields near 

Fernando V which were very active with hawking Bee-eaters and Lesser Kestrels although 

the Collared Pratincoles we saw were not playing ball and we ended up with only distant 

views as they very actively fed over the area. We had our lunch in Zorita before returning for 

more attempts at photographing Bee-eaters although it was much quieter in the afternoon. 

We made our way back towards Santa Marta de Magasca stopping by the bullring in Trujillo 

to admire the antics of the Lesser Kestrels. A pale-phase Booted Eagle also flew overhead at 

close range as we were watching the kestrels zip about. We took the old road between 

Trujillo and Caceres so we could stop at will to search for birds over the grasslands which 

proved to be a good move as we spotted 4 Great Bustards and had some excellent views of 

3 Montagu’s Harriers in a territorial dispute. The road to Santa Marta de Magasca also 

produced some good sightings with 3 Rollers, more Bee-eaters, a Little Owl and our only 

Short-toed Lark. Other birds included more Montagu’s Harriers, Booted Eagle, Lesser 

Kestrels, Red-rumped Swallows and lots of Calandra Larks.  

 
Bee-eater (Sally Ducker) 
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19th April: 

Weather – Sunny and hot once again with a moderate breeze developing in the afternoon. 

We were missing one key species so far, so we opted for another trip along the Monroy 

road in search of Little Bustard in the morning. At our first stop we were accompanied by 

lots of Calandra Larks in song and of course the ubiquitous Corn Bunting. As we were about 

to leave a Little Bustard flew over the road ahead and dropped into a field in the distance. 

We headed down to the area that we saw the bird go down, close to the road and as soon 

as we got off the bus could hear it calling. The views were a bit difficult as we didn’t have 

enough height although at least we had seen one. Another flew over the road and a flock of 

70+ Pin-tailed Sandgrouse were in the neighbouring field. A couple of other sandgrouse flew 

in further along the road and landed in the distance so we moved a bit closer and through 

the scope managed to pick up 2 Black-billed Sandgrouse. We moved a little further along 

the road and stopped at a junction, walking back in the direction we had come as a Little 

Bustard could be heard displaying. They were proving difficult to get good views of although 

eventually we had excellent views of a male displaying by the road and in the end probably 

saw in the region of 7 different birds. 2 Black-bellied Sandgrouse were also seen in flight 

whilst good numbers of Montagu’s Harriers included some nice views of a couple of birds 

displaying close by. We made our way through Santa Marta de Magasca, pausing by a 

stream where we spotted a few Spanish Terrapins hauled out on the bank whilst on the 

other side of the village we came across a Short-toed Eagle perched up.  

 
Roller (Steve Duffield) 

This was shortly followed by our first 2 Rollers, Lesser Kestrel and more Montagu’s Harriers. 

More Rollers a little further down the road showed very well and just before reaching our 

turning a bright green, Ocellated Lizard darted across in front of the van. Just off the main 
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road a field being ploughed was attracting lots of Yellow-legged Gulls as well as Black Kites 

and White Storks following the tractor. A couple of pale eagles circling turned out to be 2 

juvenile Spanish Imperial Eagles. A Quail called from the field behind us and Bob suddenly 

drew out attention to 8 Great Bustards that flew in and landed; what a morning’s birding it 

had been! We made our way to Trujillo and had our lunch in the Plaza Mayor where Swifts, 

Pallid Swifts and Crag Martins darted by as we enjoyed our meal. Booted Eagle and Lesser 

Kestrels were also picked up whilst a couple of White Storks were nesting on the cathedral 

opposite. The afternoon was spent in pursuit of an Eagle Owl that we had been tipped off 

about a couple of days before. The finders had not seen it on their return and so it wasn’t a 

sure thing but luckily after some bush bashing and head scratching we managed to locate a 

superb Eagle Owl roosting in the mouth of a hole, half way up a cliff. Delighted we moved 

on to the local wetland site and caught up with a singing Penduline Tit which showed 

reasonably well before we headed back to the hotel for the evening.  

 
Montagu’s Harrier (Sally Ducker) 

 

20th April: 

Weather – Sunny spells with occasional cloud and a strong easterly wind. 

We opted for another look in Monfrague National Park today and made our way to the Pena 

Falcon once more. The usual vultures were present and we saw all 3 species although the 

windy conditions meant that the majority of the birds were quickly gaining height and not 

providing the good views they often do from the carpark on the our side of the valley. It was 

a good show and Blue Rock Thrush and Rock Bunting also kept us entertained before we 

moved on once more to the bridge over the Tajo River. This time our luck was in and besides 
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the masses of House Martins we picked up a handful of Alpine Swifts that were whizzing 

about, occasionally passing at close range. The speed of the birds combined with the wind 

meant that getting photos proved near impossible so we left satisfied that we’d seen the 

birds. We headed to the far side of the park, stopping on route at the Mirador de la 

Tajadilla. This proved very fortuitous as besides the usual Griffon Vultures we had an Osprey 

pass over twice and a very good view of an adult Bonelli’s Eagle.  

 
Spanish Festoon (Sally Ducker) 

To round off our extensive list of raptors another look at Portilla del Tietar produced some 

good flight views of a Spanish Imperial Eagle, Booted Eagle, Short-toed Eagle and Montagu’s 

Harrier. A very nice male Black Redstart was showing well below our viewpoint and Crag 

Martins were passing within feet as they caught insects. By this time is was early afternoon 

so we made our way to a bar just outside the park where we enjoyed a nice lunch break 

before taking the road back to Villareal de San Carlos. We took a walk through the delightful 

woodland here where we managed to spot Nightingale, Subalpine Warbler and a female 

Pied Flycatcher amongst others. Italian Gladiolus was still in bud by the path side although 

the amount of flowering lavender was stunning. The small critters were also entertaining 

with a dung beetle doing its thing as it struggled to roll a dung ball along the path. Spanish 

Festoons showed well and a scattering of small blue butterflies were later identified as 

Green-underside Blues. Finally we found our last species of orchid of the trip, a Tongue 

Orchid near the car park and turning over a rock revealed a nice, big Huntsman Spider. 

Before we returned to the hotel we took a slight detour via the Belen Plain where we 

rounded off the day with 9 Great Bustards; brilliant. 
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Checklist 
 

Birds: 

Greylag Goose    A couple were at Alcollarin Reservoir 

Egyptian Goose 2 were seen at Alcollarin and 3 in flight from the 

Monroy road 

Shelduck    A couple were at Arrocampa 

Mallard                  Common and recorded daily in small numbers 

Gadwall    Small numbers were seen at Alccollarin 

Shoveler    A few were seen at Alcollarin Reservoir 

Teal     2 at Alcollarin Reservoir 

Garganey    7 at Alcollarin 

Wigeon    A drake was at Alcollarin  

Pochard    A handful at Alcollarin 

Red-crested Pochard   A drake was seen near Arrocampa Reservoir 

Tufted Duck    Seen at Alcollarin only 

Cormorant    Occasional sightings 

Black-necked Grebe   About a dozen were at Alcollarin 

Little Grebe Seen at Alcollarin 

Great Crested Grebe   Common at Alcollarin 

Little Bittern    Seen at Arrocampa only 

Cattle Egret    Common 

Squacco Heron   A single was seen at Arrocampa 

Little Egret    Common 

Great White Egret   Fairly common at Arrocampa and Alcollarin 

Grey Heron    Seen most days in small numbers 

Purple Heron    Seen at Arrocampa and Alcollarin 

White Stork    Very common and widespread in lowland areas 

Black Stork    Only seen in Monfrague, at the Pena Falcon 

Spoonbill    Seen at Arrocampa and Alcollarin 

Red-legged Partridge   Fairly common  

Quail     Heard only on 19th  

Griffon Vulture   Very common seen daily 

Black Vulture    Common and seen every day 

Egyptian Vulture   A few were seen in Monfrague on 2 dates 

Osprey     A single in Monfrague on 20th  

Spanish Imperial Eagle  Birds were seen in Monfrague and near Caceres 

Short-toed Eagle   Seen on 4 dates at widespread sites  

Booted Eagle    Common and seen daily, even over Trujillo 

Bonelli’s Eagle    An adult was seen well in Monfrague 

Red Kite    1 or 2 were seen on 3 days 
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Black Kite    Very common 

Marsh Harrier    Common 

Montagu’s Harrier Fairly common with good views of displaying birds   

Buzzard    Occasional sightings 

Black-winged Kite   Seen near Saucedilla 

Kestrel     Seen daily 

Lesser Kestrel    Common 

Peregrine Falcon   A pair was nesting on the Pena Falcon, Monfrague 

Water Rail    Heard at Arrocampa 

Moorhen    Occasional near water bodies 

Coot     Common at Alcollarin 

Purple Swamphen   Seen at Arrocampa 

Great Bustard    Seen on 4 dates with up to 9 on 20th  

Little Bustard    7 were seen on 19th  

Black-winged Stilt   Occasional sightings in small numbers 

Little Ringed Plover   Heard calling at Arrocampa 

Green Sandpiper   A few were seen on 15th and 18th  

Common Sandpiper   Passage birds were noted on 18th and 20th  

Greenshank    Seen at Alcollarin 

Whimbrel    Heard at Alcollarin 

Black-headed Gull   Very common at Alcollarin 

Yellow-legged Gull A flock of mixed aged birds were seen not far from 

Caceres 

Gull-billed Tern   Seen on 17th and 18th  

Pin-tailed Sandgrouse 80+ were seen Trujillo – Monroy 15th and 70+ on 19th  

Black-bellied Sandgrouse 2, or possibly 4 were seen along the Monroy road, 19th  

Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon  Seen around the towns 

Wood Pigeon    Common   

Collared Dove    Common 

Cuckoo     Regularly heard and seen on 3 dates 

Great Spotted Cuckoo 2 were seen in our hotel grounds on a couple of days 

Eagle Owl One was seen well at a roost site 

Little Owl Seen from the plains road to Monroy from Trujillo and 

the road to Santa Marta de Magasca 

Swift     Seen on 3 dates 

Pallid Swift Identified in Trujillo where good views were had in 

Plaza Mayor 

Alpine Swift    Seen at close range in Monfrague, 20th  

Hoopoe    Common and widespread 

Kingfisher    We sightings on 3 days 

Bee-eater    Common and widespread 
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Roller     Up to 8 on the Santa Marta de Magasca road 

Great Spotted Woodpecker  Heard on a couple of dates 

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker  2 were seen well at Jaraicejo 

Crested Lark    Common in open, lowland areas 

Thekla Lark    Seen every day 

Woodlark Fairly common and seen on 2 dates 

Short-toed Lark   Seen along the Santa Marta de Magasca road 

Calandra Lark    Common in the steppe like habitat 

Sand Martin    Fairly common in wetland areas 

Crag Martin    Common 

Swallow    Common 

Red-rumped Swallow   Fairly common and seen most days 

House Martin    Common 

White Wagtail    Noted on 4 dates 

Robin     Seen on a couple of dates 

Nightingale    Common and seen well some days 

Black Redstart    We had sightings on 3 dates 

Wheatear    Noted near Jaraicejo 

Stonechat    Seen every day 

Mistle Thrush    Scarce in dehesa habitat and seen on one day only 

Blackbird    Common 

Blue Rock Thrush   Fairly common in rocky habitats 

Blackcap    Seen on 2 dates 

Sardinian Warbler   Common 

Spectacled Warbler   Seen at Jaraicejo only 

Western Subalpine Warbler  Fairly common 

Dartford Warbler   Common at Jaraicejo 

Zitting Cisticola   Common and widespread 

Savi’s Warbler    Seen at Arrocampa 

Cetti’s Warbler   Common and occasionally seen 

Reed Warbler    Seen at Arrocampa 

Great Reed Warbler   Seen on 2 dates 

Sedge Warbler   1 along the road to Monroy  

Willow Warbler   A couple were picked up during the week 

Western Bonelli’s Warbler  Heard singing at Jaraicejo and around Alcollarin  

Chiffchaff    Noted on 2 dates 

Wren     Fairly common 

Pied Flycatcher A female was seen near Villarreal de San Carlos 

Great Tit    Common 

Blue Tit    Common 

Long-tailed Tit    Seen most days 
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Penduline Tit    A male was seen at Arrocampa 

Nuthatch    Fairly common at Jaraicejo 

Short-toed Treecreeper  Seen / heard on 3 dates 

Iberian Grey Shrike   Noted on 3 dates 

Woodchat Shrike   Common 

Azure-winged Magpie   Common and widespread; seen daily 

Magpie    Common 

Jay     Seen on 3 dates 

Jackdaw    Common 

Raven     Seen virtually every day in small numbers 

Spotless Starling   Common 

House Sparrow   Common 

Spanish Sparrow   Common with large flocks around the hotel 

Rock Sparrow    2 seen briefly in dehesa on the road to Monfrague 

Common Waxbill   A couple showed well at Arrocampa 

Chaffinch    Common 

Linnet     Fairly common 

Goldfinch    Seen every day 

Greenfinch    Seen on 4 dates 

Serin     Common 

Hawfinch    Seen near Almaraz 

Cirl Bunting    Seen at the orchid site near Almaraz 

Corn Bunting    Very common  

Rock Bunting    Only noted at Monfrague 

 

 

Mammals: 

Rabbit 

Red Fox 

Red Deer 

 

Reptile and Amphibians: 

Spanish Terrapin 

European Tree Frog 

Moorish Gecko 

Large Psammodromus 

Ocellated Lizard 

Ladder Snake 
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Butterlfies and Moths: 

Spanish Festoon 

Common Swallowtail 

Western Dappled White 

Large White 

Cleopatra 

Clouded Yellow 

Small Copper 

Green Hairstreak 

Small Heath 

Green-underside Blue 

Large Tortoiseshell 

Comma 

Wall 

Nettle-tree Butterfly 

  

Dragonflies: 

Blue-tailed Damselfly 

Lesser Emperor Dragonfly 

 

Other beasties: 

Scutigera 

Huntsman Spider 

Earth-boring Dung Beetle (Scarabaeus laticollis) 

Rhinoceros Beetle (Copris hispanus) 

Red-striped Oil Beetle (Berberomeloe majalis) 

Flowering Plants: 

Gum Cistus 

Spotted Rock-rose 

Purple Viper’s-bugloss 

Barbary Nut 

White Asphodel 

Tassel Hyacinth 

Italian Gladiole 

Hoop-petticoat Daffodil 

Champagne Orchid 

Tongue Orchid 

Naked Man Orchid 

Woodcock Orchid 

Sawfly Orchid 

Mirror Orchid 
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Early Spider Orchid 

Yellow Bee Orchid 

Conical Orchid  

Pink Catchfly 

Spanish Bluebell 

Tree Heather 

 

 

 
Local lady with a handful of Champagne Orchids (Debbie Hart) 

 

For more photos from this trip please visit: http://www.western-isles-

wildlife.com/wild_warbler.html 

Bob Mcmillan has also posted photos on his Skye Birds site: http://www.skye-

birds.com/blog 
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