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Shetland 5th - 12th June:The breeding season is in ful swing at this time of year
and the seabird clif s are bustling with life. Thousands of Gannets are found on
Noss where we’l take a boat trip around the base of the clif s to get up close to
them. We’l also venture across be sea to the impressive Mousa Broch in the late
evening to marvel at the Storm Petrels that nest there. On this tour we explore from
the southern tip of Mainland to the very top of Unst. We also visit Fetlar in search
of Red-necked Phalarope and breeding Whimbrel. We have a very good chance of
seeing otters and there’s always the outside possibility of seeing Orcas.
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This year has been a bit of an odd one in more ways
than one. Although it’s been pretty lean on the trip
front there has been some good come from it; not
least fixing the leaky and wobbly kitchen taps. More
excitedly I’ve got many more trees and shrubs in the
ground and the makings of a decent pond (now for
the liner). Things were also looking quite promising
for some unusual breeding birds too with 2 male and
2 female Two--barred Crossbills lingering in Langass
Wood from 2019. In April a couple of males were still
present which left the intriguing possibility that the
females were incubating. Another visit later in April
produced a male singing quietly and then ..…….….
that was it. No further sign. A pair of Glossy Ibis
hanging around a reed bed in Benbecula in early
April also had me excited but once again nothing came of it. Happily one bird was confirmed as having nested
for the first time in the Outer Hebrides - Avocets. Not only had they nested but they also had at least one chick
when I came across them in South Uist. This is the first time that Avocets have actually produced chicks in
Scotland although unfortunately the excitement was short lived as within days of their discovery the adults
were seen well away from the nest site and it was soon obvious that the chick had probably been predated.
It’s a tough start to life as a wader chick when half the residents would like to eat you. This is the second year
running that Avocets have spent time on South Uist - maybe next year we’ll see the first success.
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The early summer months were eventful for migrant or stray
birds with Great White Egret, Red-breasted Flycatcher,
Blyth’s Reed Warbler, Red-backed Shrike and Hawfinch all
turning up within the first couple of days of June. An Osprey
lingered in South Uist although the star bird must go to the
Spoonbill that was found on Loch Bee. This is becoming in
increasing regular sight in England and it has bred in small
numbers for a few years now but in Scotland it’s still rare.
This in fact was the first sighting in the Outer Hebrides since
1986 and was still present in mid-August. Hopefully we won’t
have to wait another 34 for years for the next!
The other notable avian event in the summer of 2020 was
the large influx of Rose-coloured Starlings. It’s difficult to
know just how many individuals were involved although at
least 8 were seen on the 7th July alone. It was a species
still missing from the garden list and although my daughter
and I had seen one within half a mile of our house last year
it had remained shy of being added. It looked like this year
was going to be the same with sightings all around us, until
the 28th June when we spotted a rather bedraggled looking
individual on the neighbours wall. It then did the dirty and
flew to someone else’s garden. A couple of days later it
returned and performed brilliantly as it feasted on nectar
from the phormium in the front garden over the next few
days.
The early days of July continued the good form with Rosy
Starlings still showing up or lingering in various gardens
whilst a very colourful and stunning Curlew Sandpiper
turned up at Balranald. Amazing to think that this bird had
been to its breeding grounds in Siberia and returned west
before mid-July. Seabird passage started around mid-July
with Balearic and Sooty Shearwaters picked up and the
southern passage of Arctic breeding waders began. These
were mostly adult birds although the first juvenile Ruff was
seen on 27th July - autumn had begun!
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Late Summer 2020
Early August is often a quiet time of year and so it was this year,
with further signs of migrants on the move not really noted until
13th August when an American Golden Plover was on Barra and a
Pectoral Sandpiper was on South Uist. The following days
produced a Barred Warbler on Barra and various other seabirds
and waders to liven up proceedings. A spell of easterly winds and
some calm conditions
meant the birding was
once again quiet so taking advantage of the lack of wind I hopped
on the ferry from Lochboisdale to Mallaig. Hundreds of Common
Dolphins were seen with some coming alongside the ferry. At least
6 Minke Whales were also spotted including one from the harbour in
Mallaig; whilst A small pod of Risso’s Dolphins and a Basking Shark
also added some nice variety. The settled weather of mid-August
gave way and we’re once
again back in the path of the low pressure systems which are keeping the
plants well watered. Finally our Swallows fledged their second brood on
16th August and up to 30 individuals could be seen hawking around the
marshy ground in Carinish. As I write this on 2nd September most have
now departed on their long journey to South Africa which I hope is kind to
them as they are most welcome back to the shed next year.

You can find more detail of latest sightings here: Latest Outer Hebrides bird and wildlife sightings.
There is also a link to an archive of bird and wildlife sightings for the last few years which can provide a
taster of what’s possible at different times of year.
You can also find insights into Western Isles Wildlife or contact us through various social media and
travel websites: Facebook, Twitter, Trip Advisor
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New North-east Spain 25th February - 4th March: This varied trip takes us from the
foothills of the Pyrenees to the vast plains south of Zaragoza and the Ebro delta. It’s
not just the scenery that is stunning but also the bird life which includes an excellent
variety of species. Wallcreeper and Lammergeier are the main targets in the
mountains whilst Dupont’s Lark, bustards and sandgrouse are our main focus in the
plains. The Ebro delta will be alive with avian activity with masses of waders, ibis,
flamingos and migrant pipits, wagtails and Bluethroats. This is also peak time for
Crane migration and we should encounter flocks passing throughout the week.
Cyprus 27th March - 3rd April: Although the first of the migrant birds will be just arriving
on the southern shores of the UK, migration is in full swing on this Mediterranean
island. There is a large turn-over of birds and you never quite know what you’ll see
next although you can guarantee huge numbers of Yellow Wagtails of a variety of
races littering the fields and green areas. Warblers and flycatchers can be found
almost anywhere although the archaeological site on Paphos Headland is a big draw
for many species and the place can be alive with birds. Early spring is a brilliant time
to visit Cyprus as the climate is comfortable and the island full of birds. (Spaces)
Extremadura 17th - 23rd April: An enduring favourite destination amongst birders from
Europe this region boasts a superb variety of birds. It holds 50% of European Black
Vultures alone as well as being important for the endemic Spanish Imperial Eagle and
threatened steppe birds such as Little Bustard, Great Bustard and Lesser Kestrel.
Everywhere you go you see large numbers of birds and a trip in mid-April provides
the chance to see an excellent variety including Great Spotted Cuckoo, Azure-winged
Magpie, Roller, Black Stork, Squacco Heron, Purple Swamphen, Black-winged Kite
and many more. (6 spaces)
Understandably many people will be reticent to even think of going abroad in the near future as some
countries are still experiencing problems from Covid-19 infections which may result in the need to quarantine
on return to the UK. We are therefore planning on posting links and advice on the foreign tours page as
appropriate to the destinations we offer trips to.
If you do wish to book a foreign bird tour then you can rest assured that if there are issues due to the
pandemic then you will receive a full refund for any monies sent.
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Corncrake and Skuas 10th - 16th May: Mid-May is an excellent time to visit Uist as
it’s peak time for skua passage. When conditions are right Long-tailed Skuas and
Pomarine Skuas can be seen passing close inshore and even overhead. The shore
and machair are also alive with waders in summer plumage that stop over to refuel
before continuing on to the Arctic. There’s also a good chance of catching up with
Dotterel whilst regulars such as Golden Eagle, White-tailed Eagle and Hen Harrier
are all a regular sight. It’s also an excellent time to catch up with Corncrakes that
have freshly returned from their African wintering grounds. (2 spaces left)

Corncrake and Phalaropes 18th - 23rd May: An ever popular trip catching up with
two of the most sort after species although there’s much more to it than that. Good
numbers of waders are still on the move, raptors are a common sight and Shorteared Owls are often seen during the day. There’s often something unusual
amongst the bird life at this time of year and if the winds are from the right direction
there’s always chance of seeing passage skuas. Hen Harriers are relatively
common and we’re sure to see both Golden and White-tailed Eagle as well as all
three regular diver species. (1 space left)
Shetland 5th - 12th June: The breeding season is in full swing at this time of year
and the seabird cliffs are bustling with life. Thousands of Gannets are found on
Noss where we’ll take a boat trip around the base of the cliffs to get up close to
them. We’ll also venture across the sea to the impressive Mousa Broch in the late
evening to marvel at the Storm Petrels that nest there. On this tour we explore from
the southern tip of Mainland to the very top of Unst. We also visit Fetlar in search
of Red-necked Phalarope and breeding Whimbrel. We have a very good chance of
seeing otters and there’s always the outside possibility of seeing Orcas. (Full)

For the latest on tour availability please check out the Tour page on the website or contact
Steve on 01876 580619 / 07867 555971
Booking: If you have any enquires or would like to book a tour please contact Steve on:
01876 580619 / 07867 555971 Email: steveduffield70@gmail.com
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Midsummer / Mingulay Tour 19th - 24th June: A trip to Mingulay is a must for many
and an unforgettable experience with its towering westerly cliffs, abandoned
village on the east side and crowds of breeding seabirds. It’s certainly the highlight
of the week although there’s much more on offer too with good numbers of Shorteared Owls busy feeding young; breeding Red-throated and Black-throated
Divers; Hen Harriers and both Golden and White-tailed Eagle. We often bump into
the odd Corncrake during this week and there’s a great variety of flowering plants
on show as well as some impressive insects of the non-biting kind. (2 spaces)
New Seabirds and Cetaceans 27th June - 4th July: Based in Harris for the first half
of the tour we’ll explore the beaches, hills and valleys of this very scenic island as
well as taking a trip out to the Shiants. Leaving from Tarbet we head out into the
Minch where we’ll get up close to the masses of seabirds that make this small
group of islands their home during the breeding season. Heading north we cross
the border to Lewis where we’ll search for the resident Risso’s Dolphins as well as
other marine wildlife that we’ll try to spot from both sea and land. We’ll also visit
the Callanish Stones and search out eagles and divers on the extensive moors.
New Machair in Bloom 17th - 22nd July: This tour examines the floral diversity of
the Outer Hebrides. Based in Uist we explore the machair at the height of the
flowering period as well as visiting both Barra and Harris. Every machair system
varies with different species of plants dominating whilst the adjacent moorland
holds specialised species such as sundews and butterworts. We’ll also seek out
some of the rarer species too such as the diminutive Bog Orchid, Irish Lady’s
Tresses and Thyme Broomrape. It’s an excellent chance to see the machair at its
best and learn more about the botany of the islands. (6 spaces left)

Western Isles Wildlife are the only wildlife / birding tour company based in the Outer Hebrides and
have been leading trips since 2007.
For more information on the tours / trip reports and an archive of sightings from Outer Hebrides
please visit the website: www.western-isles-wildlife.co.uk
Booking: If you have any enquires or would like to book a tour please contact Steve on:
01876 580619 / 07867 555971 Email: steveduffield70@gmail.com

